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Who we are - Key facts about Springer 

 

• A leading global scientific, technical and medical (STM) publisher 

• More than 2,700 English-language journals 

• More than 8,900 new book titles published in 2014 

• More than 100,000 English-language eBook titles available on 
http://link.springer.com 

 

• Largest open access portfolio worldwide - BioMed Central  is part of 
Springer - with over 350 open access journals 

• More than 7,000 employees worldwide  

• Publishing partnerships with more than 500 scientific societies  

• Growing presence in emerging markets 

http://link.springer.com/


Publishing Scientific Research | 2014| Page 3 

 

Who we are – a quick overview  
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Agenda for today 

• Publishing scientific articles 

• Defining impact in academic publishing 

• Open Access publishing 

• Publishing books 

• Available tools for authors 

• Policy updates 



Publishing scientific articles 
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Scholarly publications coming from Portugal 1996 - 2013 

• Source: http://www.scimagojr.com  

http://www.scimagojr.com/
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Scholarly publications coming from Portugal 1996 - 2013 

• Source: http://www.scimagojr.com  

http://www.scimagojr.com/
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Types of journals 

• Letters journal - Rapid communication of interim 
work, peer-reviewed, a good way to get time 
sensitive, preliminary or ongoing research initially 
published and get feedback 

• Traditional academic research journal  - The main 
venue for primary research, rigorously peer-
reviewed 

• Review journal - Publishes overviews of research, 
perspective on the state of a field and/or where it 
is heading, usually peer-reviewed, may contain 
commissioned material 

• Professional journal - Mainly review and how-to 
articles, heavily edited, not necessarily peer-
reviewed, but the audience may be who you want 
to reach with your research outcome: practitioners 
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Megajournals 

A mega journal is a peer-reviewed academic open access journal 
designed to be much larger than a traditional journal by exerting low 
selectivity among accepted articles. It was pioneered by PLOS ONE 

• Launched June  2006 

• broad coverage of different subject areas 

• accepting articles for publication based 
on whether they are technically sound 
rather than selecting for perceived 
importance 

• gold model of open access where costs 
are covered by an article processing 
charge  

Source: Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PLOS_ONE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PLOS_ONE
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Title Read first and most. Keep it short and to the point. Must reflect the 
content of the paper. 

Authors Correct spelling, consistency in affiliation. 

Abstract 100-300 word summary of objective and results. Includes key 
message of paper.  

Keywords Synonyms relevant as search terms e.g. in Google. Ideally not words 
from the title because title words are automatically keywords. 

Introduction Explain i) why the work was conducted ii) what methodology was 
employed iii) why you chose this particular methodology iv) How 
the methodology accomplished the hypothesis set out in your 
abstract. 

Methodology Written clearly and concisely so that someone can follow how you 
did your research and can reproduce it. 

How to structure your article 
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How to structure your article (cont.) 

 Analysis/Results Present the results clearly and carefully. 

Discussion Discuss the results here. If the results were not what you 
were expecting this is where you can provide insights or 
speculations as to what happened and/or what you could 
have done differently. 

Conclusions Write down your conclusions from the study. 

Acknowledgements Acknowledge the people and institutions who have made 
your research possible e.g. funding. 

References Properly cite your referenced material; use the style of 
the journal. 

Supplementary Material List any supplementary materials, appendices. 
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Discoverability of your work: metadata 

• Your article needs to be found, read, used and cited! 

• Metadata ensures your work appears with the proper audience 
through for example 

• Abstracting and Indexing Services    

• Search Engine Optimization (SEO) 
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Getting ready to submit – Publishing ethics 

• The work described has not been published before 

• It is not under consideration anywhere else: NEVER submitting a 
paper to more than one journal at the same time would 
represent a  violation of Publishing Integrity. 

• Publication has been approved by co-authors and responsible 
authorities 

• Permissions have been obtained from copyright owners 

• No data fabrication or falsification 

 

CrossCheck powered by iThenticate is 
an initiative started by CrossRef to help 
its members actively engage in efforts 
to prevent scholarly and professional 
plagiarism 
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Submitting your article – what happens next 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Submission Environment: 

Editorial Manager / Manuscript Central 

Editor in Chief (EiC) 

Editorial Board 

Reviewers 

Journal Editorial 
Office (Publisher) 

Publishing Editor 
(Publisher) 

Author 
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Acceptance and publication of your article at Springer 

• Once the article has been accepted and is ready for publication, it will 
immediately be published online, this is called ‘Online First’ 

• The article receives a DOI number (Digital Object Identifier) and can 
now be read and cited, e.g.: DOI: 10.1007/s10681-012-0632-1 

• This is the official publication of the article and can not be changed 
afterwards 

• Page numbers and an issue number are only assigned once it is 
included in the next available or appropriate issue 

Manuscript 
accepted 

Typesetting & 
Author Forms 

Proof to author 
(and editor) 

Proof 
correction  

Select available 
OnlineFirst articles 

Published 
OnlineFirst 

Compile 
issue 

Publish issue 
online  

Print and distribute 
issue  

Article workflow 

Issue workflow 



Defining impact in academic 
publishing 
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Impact Factor 

• Measure of the average number of citations articles in a particular 
journal receive in a particular year 

        Formula for the 2012 Impact Factor: 

Number of citations in 2012 to articles published in 2010 + 2011 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Total citable articles published in 2010 + 2011 

Example: 

120 citations in 2012 (to articles published 2010 or 2011) 

   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ = 1.5 

80 articles published in 2010 and 2011 
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Impact Factor – Points to consider 

• There is much debate over the Impact Factor (IF) in the scientific 
community, particularly with regard to the fairness of the system 

• Compare the IF only with journals within the same discipline because 
the average IF is very different among different disciplines (see chart) 
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The h-index 

• Evaluation of impact of the work of individual researcher measuring 
simultaneously the quality and quantity of scientific output 

• A scholar with an index of h has published h papers each of which has 
been cited in other papers  at least h times 

• The h-index grows over time, depends on the academic age of the 
researcher  

• The index can also be applied to the productivity and impact of a 
group of scientists, such as a department or university or country, as 
well as a scholarly journal 

• A journal with an index of h has the largest number of h such that at 
least h articles in that publication were cited at least h times each. 

 

 The h-index serves as an alternative to more 
traditional journal impact factor metrics in 
the evaluation of the impact of the work of 
a particular researcher 
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Google Scholar citations databases – Author profile page 

 

• Aggiungere SCOPUS 
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Google Scholar citations databases 

• Visit http://scholar.google.com/scholar/citations.html for more 
information 

• Google Author citations are available since 2011 

• Authors should set up their profile at http://scholar.google.com 
and claim their articles 

• Provides citation information for authors and calculates the h-
index 

• Most author analyses limited to authors with profiles 

• Google Scholar Journal citation database with rankings available since 
May 2012 

• Journal ranking 

• No quality selection, only need 100 articles in previous five years 

• h5-index for journals 

http://scholar.google.com/scholar/citations.html
http://scholar.google.com/


Publishing Scientific Research | 2014| Page 22 

 

The new kid on the block: Altmetrics 

• Article-Level Metrics (ALMs, altmetrics, alternative metrics) are not 
just about citations and usage; the concept refers to a whole range 
of measures which might provide insight into ‘impact’ or ‘reach’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• More information can be found on www.altmetric.com 

http://www.altmetric.com/
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The new kid on the block: Altmetrics (cont.) 
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The new kid on the block: Altmetrics (cont.) 
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chapter 
journal 

book 

article 
-level metrics 
-level metrics 

-level metrics 
data -level metrics 

person -level metrics 

Dedicated team: Authors Services. Working on… 

-level metrics 

… -level metrics 
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Dedicated team: Authors Services 

Visit for example: 

• www.springer.com/authors  

(includes the Journal Advisor!) 

 

• www.springer.com/citations  

http://www.springer.com/authors
http://www.springer.com/citations


Open Access publishing 
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What Open Access is 

• The differences between traditional publishing (in subscription 
journals) and Open Access are in costs and in copyright 

 

• Costs 

• Traditional: Publishing is free to the author / reader pays 

• Open Access: Article is free to the reader/ author pays to publish 

• Copyright 

• Traditional: Copyright is generally with the publisher 

• Open Access: Copyright remains with the author 

 

• There are various types of Open Access publishing models (hybrid 
etc.) and different publishers have different policies – Check with the 
publisher! 
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How Open Access came about 

• (Bio)medicine is the field where Open Access was first established 

• It came about through the funding bodies, for example the NIH 
(National Institutes of Health) in the US 

• The funding bodies said that research funded with public funds should 
be publically available 

• Most Open Access journals are still in Health Sciences, but other fields 
are catching up fast 
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The traditional subscription journal 

• Institutional paper subscriptions are a thing of the past, these days 
there are large online deals (The Big Deal approach) for governments, 
consortia and institutions 

• In principle there are publication charges for the author – there may 
be exceptions for society owned journals or in case of excessive need 
of color images 

• In general the copyright of the final article is with the publisher or 
society 

• Option to publish Open Access in a traditional journal is called Open 
Choice 
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The Open Access journal 

• There is an Article Processing Charge (APC) to publish an article 

• The APC may vary from EUR 500-1500 (for Springer) 

• There are membership arrangements - for BioMed Central (part of 
Springer) and SpringerOpen – made with universities, check with your 
library 

• There is an automatic waivers for low-income economies 

• Many credible OA publications, with proper peer review 

• Beware of less reputable OA publishers 

• Beware on the license you sign off on (CC-BY / CC-BY-NC) 
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Points to consider 

• Springer Open Access journal published under                                     
Creative Commons Attribution License, read more at 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/  

• You are free to share, remix and make commercial use of the work 

• You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the 
author/licensor  

 

• Open Access at Springer is e-only with continuous publication 
(continuous article numbering, articles can be browsed per month 
and per year) 

• Open Access journals have a rigorous peer review system, just like 
subscription journals 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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The success story of Open Access 

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) at www.doaj.org is 
maintained by Lund University in Sweden and now contains nearly 
10,000 journals 

http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.dovepress.com/
http://www.copernicus.org/
http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=news&nId=300&uiLanguage=en
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Open Access at Springer / BioMed Central 



Publishing books 
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Why we like to talk about books 

• SpringerLink is home to one of the largest collections of scientific 
eBooks , with currently over 174,000 eBooks (November 2014) 

• Book output growing rapidly every year 

 

And what about our eBooks? 

• Completely DRM (Digital Rights Management) free 

• All books are published e-first and, if the technical features do allow 
it, printed on demand. This includes the eBooks from the Springer 
Book Archives (books from 1846-2004) which became available in 
print again 
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The importance of eBooks in scientific publishing 

Reach printed version vs the online version 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantages for: 

 

Paper subscription model Online database model 

• Libraries 

More content/service 

Higher usage 

Better tracking 

Preservation 

 

• Researchers 

Easier to search 

Easier to cite 

24/7 access 

Remote access 

 

• Authors 

Online first 

Wider distribution 

Global readership 

More citations 

 

• Publishers 

Lower distribution costs 

Better marketing 

efficiency 

New markets 
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Different types of books Monographs: single author, high 
quality, niche subject, long shelf life 

 

Contributed volume: 
Editor(s), multiple chapter 
authors, long shelf life 

Proceedings: Collected 
papers from a conference, 
short shelf life 

Textbooks: Written for a 
specific higher education 
course, high usage 

Reference Works: 
Encyclopedia, Handbook or 
Atlas, comprehensive and 
complete, tertiary literature, 
often A-Z format 
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Types of books unique to Springer 

• SpringerBriefs http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-
editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs 

• Providing a format for publishing research, longer than 
an article, shorter than a book 

• Between 50 and 125 pages 

• Organized in focused subject series  

(not available for clinical medicine) 

 

• SpringerReference www.springerreference.com  

• At least 1200 pages ▪At least 60-80 chapters ▪At least 
400 entries  

• Regularly updated, much like Wikipedia (but peer 
reviewed) 

• Static and live final Reference Work on SpringerLink  

• Available in print 

http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/book-authors-editors/springerbriefs
http://www.springerreference.com/
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Publishing your book with Springer 

• Books are available as eBook and in print 
(Printed on Demand) 

• Simple, easy procedures 

• Proposals are externally peer-reviewed 

• Springer carries out all the typesetting, 
formatting, etc. 

• Springer editors guide you through the process 

• Publishing with Springer doesn’t cost you 
anything 

• Complementary copies for participating 
authors and editors 

• 33% discount on all other Springer books 



Available tools for authors 
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http://academy.springer.com 

 

http://academy.springer.com/
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Springer Author Academy 

http://academy.springer.com 
 

• There are currently six modules that anyone can take in their own 
time, at their own pace, online. At the end of the module, the 
students gets a certificate. 

• The current six modules are: 

• Journal Author Academy Part 1: Writing your Manuscript 

• Journal Author Academy Part 2: Submitting and Peer Review 

• Springer English Academy 

• Peer Review Academy 

• Springer Book Author Academy 

• Open Access Academy 

http://academy.springer.com/
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• SpringerLink 

• springer.com/authors 

 

• AuthorMapper.com  

• SpringerExemplar.com 

• LaTexSearch.com 

 

 

 

 

Available tools for authors 



Policy updates 
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Our policy on Text and Data Mining 

• Springer has finalized the Text and Data Mining (TDM) policy. We strive to 
make the TDM process as simple as possible for researchers. 

• Springer is actively working on eliminating barriers to TDM by implementing 
our licenses and agreements directly with institutions so that their 
researchers can seamlessly apply standard TDM practices to retrieve their 
content.  

• Our policy is published on www.springer.com/tdm 

 

http://www.springer.com/tdm
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Springer content in Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) 

• Please contact your Springer Representative before the launch of the 
MOOC. Details will be then defined directly between Springer and the 
university.  

• Instructors can use certain content published by Springer and licensed to 
the university: chapter/s, journal article/s within the MOOC and for the 
duration of the MOOC, provided that those materials can only be viewed 
and neither copied nor directly printed. 

• The content used within the MOOC can be accessed through an access-
controlled URL. Springer contents may also be available for the duration of 
a course with or via other providers and on other platforms.  

• If the content used in the MOOC is licensed to the university organizing it, 
the MyCopy option is available for students who already have access to the 
content on SpringerLink (www.springer.com/mycopy)  

http://www.springer.com/mycopy
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